Staten Island Academy
Summer Institute for the Gifted

Summer 2010 Course Offerings
Courses for Students currently in Grades Kindergarten-1

Humanities

The Write Stuff: Would you like to become an author? Here is a chance to explore that
question. You will use your imagination, as well as other tools, to create unique stories and
illustrations. Analyze your favorite stories and discover why you like them so much. As a
final presentation, you will be able to share your talents with family and friends.

Different and the Same: Unique Cultures, Shared World: What do children in India eat for
lunch? How long is the Chinese school day? What kind of songs do Spanish children sing?
Choose a country that interests you and learn about its traditions, values, and lifestyles.
Discover how learning these things can help you become a global world citizen. Create and
share your plan for explaining your personal traditions to others in a special celebration.

Math and Science

Forces of Nature: Explore the forces affecting earth, air and water. When the Earth releases underground energy, its crust
shakes and moves, causing mountains to form and buildings to tumble. How are earthquakes and volcanoes related? Do mete-
orologists predict the weather? How do seismologists predict earthquakes? How do you prepare for a tsunami

or hurricane? Design experiments to test the forces of nature. Then, compare the energy of the Earth to your own forces and
energy to discover your own strengths while exploring those of Earth.

The Curious Chemist: Chemistry in our Daily Lives: The way materials are put together and the way they act under certain con-
ditions is called the study of chemistry. Chemistry helps us explain the things that happen in nature. Chemists are scientists who
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